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Parents/Guardians, 

Over the last several months, we have worked with local health officials, the Department of Elementary 
& Secondary Education, the Missouri School Board Association as well as reviewed state and local 
guidelines to establish a safe re-entry plan for the 2020-2021 school year. 

At this time, we will be enrolling students for in-person learning beginning August 24th. Parents will also 
have the option to enroll their child in our Tigers Online, which will be updated and ready to go by the 
first day of school. The deadline to enroll in Tigers Online is August 12th, 2020. There will be a link posted 
on our Facebook account and school website for you to enroll your child. All students enrolled in our 
online program will not be eligible for extra-curricular activities including athletics, and will be 
required to stay enrolled for the entire semester. 

It is important to note that this plan is fluid and the elements in the plan could change at any given time 
due to the ever-changing information regarding COVID-19. The district’s goal is to minimize contact with 
other students and reduce exposure in classrooms. Students will be assigned to groups and movement 
about the campus will be as limited as possible. 

While we work towards our goal of having in–person learning, we want you to rest assured that the 
safety of our students and staff is our number one priority.  Please be patient as we diligently but 
cautiously, enter into this “new normal” of teaching and learning. Our faculty and staff are excited to 
have our students back with us, and it is our mission to provide a safe and high quality education.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Amy Baker 
Risco RII Superintendent 

 

 

 

 



 

SCHOOL ENTRY LEVELS 

 

This plan will consist of three levels. Level I is the lowest level of prevention of community spread, while 
level III will be the highest. Determining the levels will be the responsibility of the Administration in 
conjunction with the New Madrid County Health Department. Our current level will be communicated 
through our school messaging system and social media. Currently, we will be entering school at a level I. 

 

⇒⇒⇒  LEVEL I- IN-PERSON LEARNING 

● Regular School Calendar-In-person learning. 
● Option of Virtual Learning- Tigers Online. 
● Wellness screening/temperature checks/safety protocols listed below will be 

administered daily.  
● Masks will be available for those that want to wear them. 

 

⇒⇒⇒  LEVEL II- HYBRID LEARNING 

● Risco School will go to an alternating Black and Gold Schedule. Black will attend on 
Monday, Wednesday and every other Friday. Gold will attend on Tuesday, Thursday and 
every other Friday. 

● Teachers will deliver face to face instruction alternating with virtual instruction every 
other day.  

● In-person days will consist of the same safety/wellness protocols as level I. 
● Students will take home chromebooks and teachers will assign curriculum through 

Google Classroom. 
● Online assignments will be required and graded. Teachers will offer guidance and 

feedback to students. 
 

⇒⇒⇒  LEVEL III – ALL VIRTUAL LEARNING 

● Should the district or community encounter a severe outbreak, school closure will take 
place.  

● Virtual instruction will take place/packets will be sent home with lower grades. 
● Students will be allowed to take home Chromebooks 3-12 grade. 
● Teachers will track performance of student work and offer feedback through Google 

Classroom or other means. 

 

 



 

SCREENING PROTOCOLS 

 
Risco School will implement a process for daily screening for symptoms of and exposure to COVID-19. 
Parents and caregivers should be empowered to screen children for symptoms at home, prior to coming 
to school, and should be provided with a checklist that includes the following symptoms and exposure: 

 • Fever or chills • New loss of taste or smell 

 • Cough • New runny nose or congestion 

 • Headache • Shortness of breath or difficulty breathing 

 • Muscle aches • Sore throat 

 • Nausea, vomiting or diarrhea • Close contact with a person with COVID-19 in 
the last 14 days.  

Students with symptoms should not attend school and parents should consult their healthcare provider 

and follow CDC considerations regarding their return to school. For students who are diagnosed with 

COVID-19, either by a laboratory test or based on their symptoms, returning to school is permissible 

when the student is at least 10 days from symptom onset, has had three days with no fever and 

symptoms have improved. A note from their health care provider releasing them back to school will also 

be required. Returning to school for children with an alternate diagnosis is at the discretion of their 

healthcare provider and/or the school nurse. Children with a known close contact with COVID-19 should 

stay home for 14 days from their last contact and until returning to school is approved by the local 

health department in accordance with the CDC guidance. Click here to review the CDC guidance.  

It is very important that parents keep students home when they feel sick, as it helps to further protect 

other students, school staff members, and communities as a whole. Performing a daily screening before 

a student arrives at school also reduces the likelihood that a student will have to be isolated at school 

and sent home after experiencing COVID-19 symptoms.  

If a student or staff member is confirmed positive for COVID-19, the New Madrid County Health 

Department will be notified. The school nurse will give the Health Department a list of possible contacts. 

The Health Department will then begin contact tracing. If there is a confirmed case in your child’s 

classroom, the parents will be contacted immediately. Deep cleaning and disinfection will take place 

immediately. 

Screening students for COVID-19 onsite: Children should be visually inspected for signs and symptoms 

of illness as they enter the school and/or classroom. School leaders will also perform a temperature 

check at school. Students with a fever above 100.4 will be sent home and proper measures will be taken. 

 Screening staff members for COVID-19: Health data continues to reveal that adults are much more 

likely to spread the coronavirus than children, unlike other viruses (e.g. influenza) where children are 

more likely to transmit the virus to others. Therefore, school staff members should self-screen at home, 

following the same protocol listed above for families screening students at home. Schools will also 

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/if-you-are-sick/end-home-isolation.html?CDC_AA_refVal=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cdc.gov%2Fcoronavirus%2F2019-ncov%2Fprevent-getting-sick%2Fwhen-its-safe.html


 

screen staff members upon entry to the building each day, and that screening will include a temperature 

check.  

Screening visitors for COVID-19: Schools will limit visitors inside the building during the upcoming school 

year. Risco School will identify options to conduct meetings with families remotely (conference call or 

videoconference) so parents can continue to engage with teachers (e.g. parent-teacher conferences) 

and participate in necessary discussions (e.g. Individualized Education Program (IEP) and 504 plan 

meetings; discipline conversations). 

If visitors are unable to join a remote meeting or conduct their business without entering the building, 

schools will screen the visitor for COVID-19 by asking questions about symptoms and performing a 

temperature check, and then limit the visitor’s movement throughout the school building. Risco School 

may consider a designated visitor space/room where physical distancing measures are enforced. A 

record of visitors inside the school should also be kept, and it should include areas of the school that 

were visited and the time the visitor entered and exited the building. 

We understand how important the first day of Preschool and Kindergarten is for students and parents. 

Parents of students in these grades will be allowed to walk their child into the cafeteria on August 24th 

only. Parents will be screened upon entry and will be required to wear a mask. 

If a parent needs to check their child out of school for any reason they will be asked to call the building 

office. Someone will then escort your child to the vehicle. 

 

ARRIVAL/DISMISSAL PROTOCOLS 

 

● Students will arrive at school and immediately check in to their designated area. Grades 

K-2 will go directly to the cafeteria. Grades 3-12 will be handed their breakfast and go 

directly to their homeroom. 

● If a student arrives late, the parent will not be required to sign in the student. Parents 

can  call the building office to alert the office staff. 

● If there are extenuating circumstances and a parent needs to enter the building, 

symptom screenings and a temperature check will be conducted. Strict records will be 

kept including the day and time of when parents entered/exited the building. 

● We ask that parents do not wait in the lobby for their child to be dismissed from school. 

As a reminder, Pk-3 will exit through the glass doors at the South end of the high school 

building and 4-6 will exit through the glass doors on Locust street. 

 

 



 

PHYSICAL DISTANCING/SANITATION PROTOCOLS 

 
Physical distancing is one measure that has been demonstrated to reduce the spread of the Coronavirus. 

Distances of three to six feet may be effective in reducing viral transmission. However, a person is 

considered a “close contact” of a case of COVID-19 if they are within six feet of the case for more than 

15 minutes. Close contacts of cases require quarantine for 14 days from the last exposure. By observing 

physical distancing in schools and reducing contacts, we can limit the number of children (and staff 

members) who will need to quarantine if a positive case occurs.  

Physical distancing measures that Risco RII will have in place to protect against the spread of 

COVID-19:  Schools will assign students to groups and limit their exposure to other groups within the 

building. This means that students should stay with the same group of students and adults throughout 

the day. If classes must rotate, schools will consider rotating teachers, rather than moving groups of 

students throughout the school building especially in the Elementary building. The Junior High and High 

School will be more difficult to enforce but movement between classes will be reduced. We will also 

implement and enforce assigned seating, and keep records of those seating charts to assist with 

identifying close contacts in the event a member of the school community is diagnosed with COVID-19.  

Classroom/transitioning protocols:  

● Schools will limit the mixing of groups of students to the extent possible. 

● Students will be spaced as far apart as possible. Six feet apart is best; when that’s not 

possible, schools should make efforts to ensure a minimum of three feet of space 

between students. 

● Desks will be placed facing forward in the same direction so students do not sit 

face-to-face. 

● Schools will place physical distancing markers and cues throughout the building, which 

will remind and prompt students to remain six feet apart in areas where they are not 

stationary, such as hallways, cafeterias, restrooms and other locations where lines 

assemble. 

● Schools will require hand hygiene before and after students move from one space to 

another within the building. Proper hand hygiene information can be found here and 

should be shared with students of all ages. 

● Movement in the hallways will be one way. Arrow reminders will be in place to help 

remind students. Appropriate social distancing when lining up will be taught and 

monitored by staff members. 

 

School bus protocols: School bus transportation may not readily allow for physical distancing. Risco 

School encourages families to transport their students to and from school or arrange for carpools, when 

possible, to reduce the number of students riding buses in the upcoming school year. However, if that is 

not possible, strategies to reduce contact on buses and risk of infection will be enforced. 

https://health.mo.gov/living/healthcondiseases/communicable/novel-coronavirus/pdf/washing-hands-kids.pdf


 

● Parents are encouraged to screen for COVID-19 symptoms at home prior to their child 

getting on the bus. 

● Parents should encourage hand hygiene upon boarding the bus. 

● Students will be assigned to seats so contacts are stable.  

● Siblings will be seated together.  

● Bus will be loaded from back to front.  

● Face masks will be encouraged during transport. 

● Bus drivers may have windows open when safe and weather-permitting. 

● Bus drivers will be provided with personal protective equipment, such as face masks and 

face shields and/or eye protection, as long as these do not impair driving. 

 

Meal time protocols: Students will be kept in groups during meal times.  

● For breakfast, PK-2 students will eat in the Cafeteria as normal.  

● Grades 3-12 will have a breakfast cart and will eat in their homeroom.  

● During lunch period, PK-12 will eat in shifts in the cafeteria to maintain social distancing. 

Tables as well as high traffic touch areas will be thoroughly sanitized between each use. 

● The salad bar will not be available 

● Disposable products will be used.  

●  

Recess and Physical Education Protocols: Physical activity during recess and physical education class is 

important for a child’s physical, mental and emotional health.  

● Students should engage in these activities with their primary groups (to the extent 

possible) to reduce the number of contacts.  

● Multiple groups may have recess at the same time, as long as they are playing in 

separate areas of the playground. 

●  If possible, individual equipment used during recess and physical education (e.g. balls, 

jump ropes) will be separated by group to reduce the need for disinfecting between 

uses.  

● If equipment separation is not possible, individual equipment should be cleaned 

between uses.  

● Stationary playground equipment does not need to be cleaned, with the exception of 

handrails and other high touch surfaces, which should be cleaned in accordance with 

CDC guidelines (see “cleaning and disinfecting outdoor areas” section here).  
● Hand hygiene will be required before and after recess and physical education. The risk 

of transmitting the disease is much lower in outdoor play areas. 

Music class protocols: The risk of transmission during music classes increases in older grades. When 

considering music classes, students will remain in groups and will be appropriately physically distanced. 

These classes will be held in separate areas  or pushed into the classroom in some instances.  

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/disinfecting-building-facility.html


 

MASKS/FACE COVERINGS PROTOCOL 

 
 K-12 students wearing face coverings: Face coverings are an important strategy to reduce transmission 

of COVID-19, primarily by reducing the spread of infection from the wearer to those around. Young 

children may have difficulty complying with the proper use of face coverings and may have increased 

face touching, mask chewing, mask trading, and other behavior that could increase risk of infection. For 

this reason, continuous usage of face coverings is not recommended for young children.  

Older children, such as those in middle and high school, are likely to be able to follow guidance 

regarding proper mask usage. Additionally, these students are less easily grouped. Thus, the use of face 

coverings can provide an additional layer of protection against the virus. 

Face masks will be considered for all age groups during periods when students are not grouped or 

cannot physically distance (e.g. in hallways or during entry and dismissal periods).  Face-masks will be 

allowed, but not required at this time. Face masks are encouraged for high risk staff and students. 

 

 K-12 staff members wearing face coverings: It is recommended that school staff members wear face 

coverings, as the data indicates COVID-19 transmission is more likely from adult to student, than from 

student to adult. Face coverings should be worn by staff members at all times when they are in close 

proximity to students or other staff members. In lecture formats, where the teacher is stationary and 

appropriately physically distanced from students, face coverings may not be necessary. In some 

circumstances, such as when working with young children or deaf or hard of hearing students, the need 

to convey facial expressions and mouth movements is important; in these circumstances, the use of a 

clear face shield is preferred to no face covering at all.  

 Any teacher or staff member who is working closely with symptomatic children must wear medical 

grade masks and eye protections to ensure that staff are protected.  

 

CLEANING/HYGIENE 

 

● Hand sanitizers will be available in all classrooms and high traffic areas. 
● Masks will be provided to students who wish to wear one. 
● Restrooms will be disinfected multiple times throughout the day. 
● Water bottle filling stations have been placed in all buildings for students to use. 
● All frequently touched surfaces will be disinfected multiple times during the day. These 

will include door handles, light switches, desks, chairs, pencil sharpeners etc. 
● Social distancing signs and arrows will be placed throughout the schools as reminders 

for students. 
 



 

NURSE/HEALTH SERVICES PROTOCOL 

 
 

● Students and staff should not attend school if they are experiencing symptoms of 
COVID-19. 

● Training will be provided to the staff on proper hygiene August 18th by the New Madrid 
County Health Department. 

● The nurse will be contacted if students or staff show signs of illness. 
● The nurse will work with families who have high risk students attending school. 
● Parents who have to pick up their child for any reason will call the office and someone 

will walk their child out to the car. 
 

 

GATHERINGS/ASSEMBLY PROTOCOLS 

 
 

● Assemblies of 50 students or more are prohibited, unless social distancing guidelines 
can be maintained. 

● Community members will not be allowed to attend these functions during the day but 
they will be livestreamed. 

● Field trips are prohibited. 
● After school activities will continue as long as social distancing guidelines can be 

maintained. 
 
 


